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Item 7.01. Regulation FD Disclosure

The Registrant issued a press release, filed hérawiExhibit 99.1 and by this reference incorpatdterein, on February 23, 2005
announcing the declaration of a first quarter divid of $0.30 per share. The record date for thidetid is March 7, 2005 and it will be paid
on April 15, 2005.

[tem 9.01 . Financial Statementsand Exhibits .

(c) Exhibits:

Exhibit Number Description
99.1 Press Release, dated as of February 23, :




SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities &xgh Act of 1934, the registrant has duly causisdréiport to be signed on its
behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

ARES CAPITAL CORPORATION
Date: February 23, 20(

By: /s/ Daniel F. Nguye

Name: Daniel F. Nguye
Title: Chief Financial Office
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Exhibit Number Description

99.1 Press Release, dated as of February 23, :




Exhibit 99.1

ARESCAPITAL CORPORATION
DECLARES CASH DIVIDEND OF $0.30 PER SHARE

New York, NY— February 23, 2005 — Ares Capital Corporation (das ARCC) announced that its Board of Directars tieclared a first
quarter cash dividend of $0.30 per share, payablkpril 15, 2005 to shareholders of record as ofdfia/, 2005.

About Ares Capital Corporation

Ares Capital Corporation is a closed-end, non-dified management investment company that is régalilas a business development
company under the Investment Company Act of 19%0nlyestment objectives are to generate both nuimeome and capital appreciation
through debt and equity investments. Ares CapitapGration invests primarily in first and secorehlisenior loans and mezzanine debt,
which in some cases may include an equity compoaant to a lesser extent, in equity investmentwiwate middle market companies.

Forward-L ooking Statements

Statements included herein may constitute “forwlacking statements” within the meaning of the Piev&ecurities Litigation Reform Act of
1995. These statements are not guarantees oé fpéuformance or results and involve a numbersébrand uncertainties. Actual results |
differ materially from those in the forward-lookisgatements as a result of a number of factorkjding those described from time to time in
our filings with the Securities and Exchange Consinis. The Company undertakes no duty to updatdamard-looking statements made
herein.

CONTACT : Merritt S. Hooper of Ares Capital Corporatiod,03201-4200
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